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The authorities of Lowell, Mass., say that
they have stopped the spread of small-pox in
that city by a general vaccination and good
hospital accommodations, All existing cases

that were movable were removed, and all new
cases were removed as soon as reported. The
removal or dismissal of each case was followed
by the destruction of material, and most

thorough fumigation of persons and premises.
The wagon and bedding used for conveying
patients were thoroughly fumigated after each
trip, and before they were returned to the city.
A smoke-house was established adjoiuinu: the
B.uird of Health's office, in which physicians
and other persons known to have been hand¬
ling patieuts or visiting infected places were

required to be fumigated, to prevent exposure
to other people. In fact, every precaution that
could be suggested to prevent the spread of
the disease was adopted and euforced at uuee.

A bill has been introduced in the Souate of
Virginia by Mr. Pridemore, of Lee couuty, to

repeal the act by which an annuity is paid
from the State Treasury for the support of the
University of Virginia and the Virginia Mili¬
tary Institute, and'by which each of those in
stitutious are required to educate youths from
each Senatorial district who arc unable, from
poverty, to incur the expense ;"of the higher
grades of education. The Lynchburg Virgin¬
ian says.."It is, as we are informed, certain
that the withholding of the annuity from the
University at this time would amount to its
suspension. The question, therefore, which
we commend to the earnest consideration of
members of the General^Assembly, the aluuiui
of the University, and all citizens friendly to

the best interests of education in the State, is,
are they prepared to destroy the University ?"

The Amherst Enterprise advises every young
,v man in Virginia to stav at home and work to

b save the State and build up the country. The
* no energy displayed by Virginians in the
mining regions of California and the territories,
and in the western States, if put forth here,
would start every section into new liie. The
Richmond Euquirer tells our young men,
"never to despair, but hope for the best. Your
fathers did well; but you, with the superior ad¬
vantages you have, must do better. Take
things as you find them, and make the most

you can of the material at your disposal."
Patience and perseverance will meet with their
reward in prosperity, in nine cases out of ten.

It may be, not in great riches, but in comfort
and happiness.

Yesterday the weather was clear in nearly
all parts ot the country, but the intense cold
continued. The thermometer ranged 10 de¬
grees above zero at Boston, 2 at Burlington
and 9 at Portland. At Baltimore it was 21, at

Chicago 17, Cincinnati 23, Detroit 21, Keokuk
11, St. Paul 3 and Montreal zero. At New
Orleans it was down to freezing point, but at

Key West it was f-3 degrees above zero..

Chesapeake Bay is still partially blocked with
ice, but steamers from Norfolk are making
trips.
The year 1S72 will long be remembered (says

the British Ileview) as one of the most disas¬
trous for shipping in the Northern Hemisphere
that has ever been experienced, aud it is only
to be expected that the casualty of collision
should bear its proportion. On the British
coast alone the number last month far exceed¬
ed the total of any month ever before record¬
ed, whilst in the North Sea, Baltic and Ameri¬
can coasts, the proportion is even greater.

By the breaking way of an ice gorge iu the
Mississippi yesterday, and the rushing down
ot the immense cakes of ice, the docks at

Memphis, ten barges of coal and half a dozen
steamers were "swept off and wrecked, entailing
a loss of upwards of $250,000. The barges
contained nearly- all the coal there was in the
city, and it is feared the gas companies will be
unable to supply light.
The Now York papers are commenting on

the receut tires in that city, aud the necessity
for adoptiug measures to preveut their recur¬

rence. The Evening Express says it appears
the city is being burned down by piecemeal,
and states that the main causes of the fires are

flues near the wood, and steam pipes too much
exposed.
A number of freight sheds on the Long

wharf, Boston,, with merchandise, were de¬
stroyed by fire yesterday, lass $100,000. A
portion of the goods was recentiy landed from
coast steamers. .Numerous destructive fires in
different citics and towns at the North, are

reported.
The case of Dodridge vs. Mrs. Myra Clark

Gaines, which ha9 been tried in Washington
this week, for the third time, terminated yes¬

terday by a verdict for the defendant. The
action was for a fee of $50,000, to be paid in
the eveut of Mrs. Gains's success in her suits.

A Washington letter writer has a disserta¬
tion on the "self importance of Western Con¬
gressmen, and the ridiculous airs they assume

iu Washington." This is. probably, not at all
coufiued to members from the FFcsf.

The Lexington (Va.) Gazette says that the
"present constitution ot Virginia was written
by Benj. Butler in Washington." It has here¬
tofore passed in the State as the production of
Judge Underwood.

Telegrams from various points North and
South indicate that the snow of the past few
days has created much inconvenience in local
as well as general travel, to the great impedi¬
ment ot business.

Col. Charles Naylor died in Philadelphia on

Tuesday Ja^t, iu the 60th of his age, of pneu¬
monia. He was a member of Congress from
the Northern Liberties district from 1835 to

1841. At the beginning of the war with Mexi-
co be raised a company in Philadelphia, and
did service iu the campaign. lie was the 6rst
to enter the hall of the Montezuma.*, and was

appointed Governor of the National Palace,
which position he maintained until the Ameri¬
can army retired, which event occurred on the
12th of Juue. 1S4S.

The New York Herald says:.UA peaceable
union is utterly impossible so long as there is

usurpation in any part of the couutry. North¬
ern Republicans disbelieve in the sincerity of
Southern Unionists, and hence are ready to

support carpet baggers. We assure them that
uo disbelief ever had less foundation in fact, that
no people were ever more ready to accept the
situation, hut that the best way to foster hatred
and revolution is to carry out the guerilla war-

lare of adventurers like Pinchback."

The Baltimore Sun says:. "Secretary De¬
lano, en route to Ilavaua, accompanied by ex-

Governor Brown, of Georgia, stopped at New
Orleans, and it is learned from there that a

series of festivities, railroad excursions, &c.,
were gotten up in his houor, iu whioh the chief
persons figuring were Senator Kellogg, Collec¬
tor of Customs Casey and Colouel Samuel II.
Kennedy."

The police made a raid upou the gambling
houses iu Boston, the night before Christmas.
In one of them, among the parties arrested
were a number of prominent citizens, includ¬
ing, oesides merchants and manufacturers, one

prominent bank President of Boston aud a

clergyman uf a neighboring city. They were

all taken to the headquarters of the State
Pelice.

__________

News of the wreck of three vessels on the
Massachusetts coast, and the loss of several
lives, has been received.

MCOJft ItlCllMOXD.
.laws.

Richmond, Die. 26..Among the bills and
joiut resolutions passed at the present session
of the Legislature, which have become laws by
the approval of the Governor, or by limitation,
are the following: .Declaring elections of
judges to fill vacancies to be for the unexpired
terms of their predecessors; authorizing the
trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Church
and congregation at Harrisonburg, to execute
deeds of trust; to prevent the conversion of
mouej's received by the collecting officers of the
Commonwealth into coupons,and for other pur¬
poses; authorizing the formation of a sub-school
district in Mt. Gilead and Jefferson Towuship,in
the county of Loudoun, and to provide for the
erection of school buildings in the same ;
to incorporate the town of New 3Iar-
ket ?n the county of Shenandoah; to re¬

peal an* act authorizing the supervisors of
certain counties to impose a tax ou dogs ;
to amend and re-enact the 20th and 21st
sections of chapter 201 of the code of'Virginia,
edition of 1860, relative to thfc appointment of
conservators of the peiyje^for watering places,
for the University ot V^reinfa&nd for incdrpo-
rated colleges; to repeal an acr entitled an act
to provide for the payment of interest ^)h <lje
public debt; declaring valid the assessment or
real estate and the collection of taxes on the
same, under the act in force January 24, 1872;
authorizing the Old Dominion Coal Company
to construct a railroad from their coal mines in
Powhatan county, to James river; to amend and
re-enact section 3, 4, and 6 of chapter 144 of
the code of Virginia (1860) in reference to the

Protest of notes; to incorporate the Alexandria
nfirmary; and for the relief of Wm. M. Buck.

STATE DEliT.

The Governor has approved the bill passed
by the General Assembly, repealing the act of
last winter, paying four per cent, upon the pub¬
lic debt, the person receiving the four per
ct., if the holder of a coupon bond, being
obliged to relinquish his coupon as fully satis¬
fied. The decision of the Court of Appeals de¬
clared that the condition attached to the recep¬
tion of the four per ct. was unconstitutional.
It is understood that the Governor signed the
bill because he considers that when the creditor
agreed to give up one-thirdot his debt, he ex¬

pected, and under the provisions of the Funding
act was entitled to receive six per ct., and that
the act passed last winter, agreeing to pay four
per cent, was therefore illegal, and an iufring-
ment of the contract as entered into between
the State and the party funding. The repeal
of the law of last winter agreeing to pay
four per ct,, could not effect the holders of cou¬

pon bonds, because they could use their cou¬

pons in the payment of State taxes.dollar for
dollar, that the persons who held registered
bonds could exchange them for coupon bonds,
and so have the like privileges, and the prob¬
abilities were, that as there were no conditions
attached to the reception of the four per ct. in¬
terest by the holders of registered bonds that
they had, no doubt, long before this, received
that amount of interest. The only parties that
could be effected were the small number of per¬
sons who had not funded, and as they were not
to be reached by the provisions of the Funding
bill, in any event a special provision would have
to be made for them by subsequent legislation.

REPUDIATION.
The repudiators in the Legislature, and it is

with regret that it has to be admitted that
there arc any, have, it is said, determined to
resist the passage of any bill that seeks to pay
anv interest upon the State debt, and to oppose
the passage of any tax bill, their object be¬
ing to keep all the money in the Treasury,
which they calculate will run the State govern¬
ment for over a year, and to leave the matter
of the debt to the next Legislature,which they
claim will be elected upou the issue of repudia¬
tion, or anti-repudiation.

REMOVAL OF STATE DEPOSITS.

A short time before the Legislature adjourn¬
ed for the Christmas holidays, a bill was in¬
troduced by Senator Greene, of Petersburg,
which provided that instead of the money in
the Treasury of the State being deposited ex¬

clusively iu the Richmond Banks; a por¬
tion of it should be deposited in the cities of
Norfolk, Petersburg, Lynchburg and Alexan¬
dria. There is no reason why the city of Rich¬
mond should have the exclusive benefit of all
of the State's mooey, and the other cities of
the State be left out in the cold. The banks of
the cities named will, it is understood, com¬

bine together and employ gentlemen to proper¬
ly present their claims before the Legislature
soon after the re-assembling.

A COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE.
Governor Walker has commuted the sentence

of John Appleby, colored, convicted in Prince
William county, of arson, from hanging to im¬
prisonment in the peniteutiary for ten years.
Appleby is aged about eleven years. The jury
in rendering their verdict of guilty recommend¬
ed him to the mercy of the Governor, and that
his sentence be commuted to seven years in
the peniteutiary. The Judge of the County
Court sentenced him to be hanged on the 7th
day of February, 1873. His crime was that of
setting fire to a dwelling house in the night
time. Judge Nicol, who passed sentence, the
Commonwealth's Attorney, who prosecuted,
the Sheriff of the county, the clerk of the Court
and the gentleman whose dwelling was burned,

all uuited io a petition to the Governor for the
commutation, which has been granted.

MISCELLANEOUS.
In consequence of the prevalence of the .small

pox. twelve of the physicians of the city have
beeu appointed by the Council Committee on

Health to vaccinate and re vacciuate, free of
charge, all persons desiriug it.
Some anxiety is manifested for fear the sup¬

ply of gas should give out. The supply of coal
is nearly exhausted.

Pequod.
NEW* OF THE U.iY.

11To n.: ow the very age and body of the Time*'

A special dispatch from Berlin relates that
the British Ambassador at St. Petersburg, hay
delivered a note to Prince GortschakofTinform¬
ing him that England will abstain from iuter
fering with Russian progress in Central Asia
if it does not threaten Afghanistan. Nine
thousand Khivese troops arc now besieging the
Russiau forts on the river Emba. Another
force of two thousand is depredating on the
Russian fisheries at the mouth of the same

river. Reinforcements have been sent to the
Russian forces in those localities.
The discussion is continued in regard to the

respective merits and demerits of the lately
popular remedy fur nervous affections. A
French physician, in a recent es.-ay on chloral
hydrate, states that it can be employed in all
cases of sleplessness without fever; that for the
relief of severe pain opiates must be used iu
connection with the chloral, and that small
¦ loses should be prescribed in cases of serious
troubles of the heart and circulatory sys
tern.

Judge Durell, of New Orleans, having be¬
come quite a protiiitu tit personage ol' late, at¬

tention has been directed to the fact that in
the beginning of the war he took the oath of
allegiance to the Southern Confederacy. He
was appoiuted United States judge by Presi¬
dent Lincoln in 1803, and it is reasonable to

suppose that he could not have taknn posses
sion of his oifice without subscribing to the
iron-cladjoath of 180-'.
Asanaidto the efforts of those who are

working to get Colorado Territory admitted in¬
to the Uuion, it has been proposed to increase
its population to au approximate standard by
annexing to it the most thickly settled portion
of Wyoming Territory. The Wyoming people
have taken great alarm at this, and are send¬
ing on iudiguaut protests against such disum-
berment.
The fire record for the last twenty-four hours

embraeesa hotel and adjoiniug buildings io New
York, loss $200,OUU; a railway wharf shed in
Boston, loss $100,000; a rolling mill in Phila¬
delphia. loss $30,0U0; stores and houses in Wil¬
mington, N. C., loss $40,000; five stores in
Windsor, Canada, loss $35,000.a total of
$405,00U worth of property destroyed iu one

day and night.
Mrs. Woodhull, refused a hearing in New

York and Bostou. managed to deliver her lec¬
ture, ou "Moral Cowardice and Modern Hy¬
pocrisy,'' iu SprinfL-ld, Mass., last, Friday
eveuiug. It contained nothing new, however,
being an exposition of her ideas of free love
and a reiteratiou of various statements which
she lately gave to the world from Ludlow street

jail.
In a suit decided by Judge Blatehfurd in

New York yesterday the United States has
been-compelled to pay Adams Express Com¬
pany the value of a package ofTreasury notes,
which were stolen from the Company and sub¬
sequently purchased in good faith by a firm of
brokers.
The Ministers of Austria, Germany and Rus¬

sia, in conference at Athens, acting on instruc
tions from their Governments have jointly ad¬
vised the Greek Government to end the diffi¬
culty about the Laurium silver mines, by con¬

ceding the demands of Franec ami-^tly.
The United States war steamer California,

has sailed from San Francisco for Honolulu, to
be present in case of a possible emergency
arising on the question of succession to the
throne of the Sandwich Islands, in which pro¬
tection toAmericau citizjus might be required.
The steamship Ilibernia, Captain Watts, of

the Allan line, from Liverpool, now due in
Baltimore from Norfolk, has been twenty-
three days on the passage, experiencing bad
weather and high winds.in fact, severe gales
.through which she safely rode.
TheModocWarinOregon threatens theSouth-

ern counties with the danger of Indiau hostili¬
ties,unless they are soon overpowered by military
force. They are said to be a dangerous, sav¬

age and brutal tribe, small iu numbers, but ex¬

ceedingly hostile to the white settlers.
A telegram from Berne says that diplomatic

relations between the Swiss Government and
the Vatican have been broken off. The Papal
Legation at Lucerne, it is thought, will be
abolished, the Charge d' Affaires and attaches
having been re called.
A London telegram, in speaking of the

wreck of the Allen line steamship Germany on

the coast of France, says that of the thirty
persous lost twelve were passengers ; one an

American.
A telegram received at Washington from

New Orleans states that Gov. Warmoth de¬
clares his intention to acqu'cscc iu the decision
of the Court and the determination of the
President to sustain Piuchback as Governor.

Stokes was permitted to testify io his own

defence yesterday, and repjated his statement
that Fisk drew the first pistol, and that he
(Stokes) only fired with the intention of protect¬
ing his own life.
The liabilities of the Memphis Bank, which

suspended yesterday, amounted to $24,000,
which will fail chiefly on small depositors. The
suspension has been expected for some weeks.

Continuous rain fell yesterday in every sec

section of California from San Diego to Yrcka.
No doubt there will be a bouutiful harvest
next year.

William Buntly, a stock broker of London
suspended payment yesterday. It was reported
that he was short forty-four thousaud shares of
Erie.

Francis A. Walker, Commissioner of Indian
Affairs has resigned, his resignation to take
effect on the 1st of January.
The monthly sale of Scranton coal in New

York city has been postpoued uutil Friday
next, the 3d of January.
Pere Hyacinthe is about to start a paper, to

be called La Republique Evangelique.
Destruction of Railroad Buildings..

On Sunday morning, the 22d instant, at half
past ten o'clock, the Agent's Department of
the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad at Oden-
ton, used also as a telegraph and ticket office,
caught fire from the pipe to the roof. Mr.
Scott and 3Ir. Geo. Kriedeler were in the of¬
fice at the time, but no other help being pres¬
ent, they were unable to prevent the total de¬
struction of the building, which was of wood.
The books, tickets and telegraph instruments
of the company were saved. Many tool* be¬
longing to the trackmen were destroyed. Mr.
Kriedeler, by going so often into the burning
building, came very near being smothered..
Marlboro\ Md., Prince Georgian.

Bullion in the Bank ofEngland decreased a

hundred and seventy-eight thousand pounds
sterling during the past week.

VliUalSHA SKViS.

Ou Thursday night ihu largo tol aeco factory
of li. C. Osborne, in Petersburg, was <U-stroy. il
by fire, with its stock and fixtures. Mi. Os¬
borne is insured in the London and L'-vcrpool
and GlobflnsuraneeConipany-atid m the 1 o cir>-

burg Savings and Insurance Company. 1
tenement houses adjoining the aetory, and be¬

longing to Mr. Osborne were also destroyed.
The Lynehburg Virginian in its notice ol

Christmas, iu that place, says: ."A worse day
for enjoyment than Christmas was, we have
never known. The snow fell all day, and late
in the night it was still coming down. 1 no

atmosphere was very .-hurp. Kwer people
wera ou the streets than we have ever seen be¬

fore on Christmas day."
A fine specimen of B.own Hematite Iron

Ore has been discovered ou the laud ol Mr.
Tlios. A. Brown,.a poniori ot the old "Hare-
wood" estate ou the Smithfi -Id turnpike, with¬
in about miles of CI: trlesiowu.
At a meeting of the Board ol Supervuois ot

lluekbridge county, on Monday last, a. tion on

the proposition to wit! -lraw the county s rub-
seription to the Valley Railroad was postponed
till the first Monday iu March.
The Amherst Euteiprise -ays: ."We under¬

stand that a number of the Colored ca-k- a!«.mt
this place, to gratify «u overweening desire to

get an education have resolved to tn ike a uen-
eral strike, quit work and go to .*chooi.
The Fair held by the ladies ol tlic Harrison¬

burg Memorial Association, notwiihstan it-g
the extreme inclemency ot the weather, was a

success. The receipts amounted to

The Female Schools in Staunton, it is said,
accommodate nearly 00*) pupii-', and t!icy aie
tu be enlarged.
The Lexington Gazette says: 1 icrc is a

deep scow on the ground, a thick^siect on that
and another snow falling ou that.

Petersburg, ships Chri.-tma,- toys to .Scot¬
land.

Senator Lewis is at home in Hoiking! am,
quite ill.

______

The Bi'unini! wf tiik W ii.d Ani
MALS IN BaiinU.m's t 'liu.'US. . In a eonver
sation with the propertv-man ol the cir¬

cus, the writer asked : . hat \vj< t lie fir-'
intimation those in charge of the animals had
of the lire?" "Well, there arc s. ver.d men a ho
took care of the beasts, and about l"Uf o eioek
this morning the tamer. Lion Charley we can

him, who sleeps directly in front of the Ii..n«
cage, was awakened by au awlul roaring. He
raised himself up on his elbow, and saw the
lions wide awake, and one ol them dashing
against the bars of the cage and shaking them.
'Shut up,' says he; 'what are you making all
this noise about?' He was just turning over to
go to sleep again when h ? saw the tire c uiiing
out of the boiler-room. So he jumps up and
calls the other men.they were all in their
shirts and drawers.and then ran to the other
end of the building. When they g"t there
they found Camel Charley, trie one who has
charge of these animals, ami C"OU.lie s a

darkey that takes care of the .-makes, and sleeps
every night on the top ot the cage wncre

they're kept.trying to put out the hre. which
by this time had reached the giraffe s cage.
While they were doing this, two went to work
tearing down the bars so as to let the animals
loose. You can imagine how much tne uic

had gained when 1 tell you that e\eu the
manes and tails ot the giraffes were on me.

Well, they got the bars down and persuade!
one of them to come out -Tommy, he was one

of the nicest, gentlest little fellows that ever

was you could lead him all over town with one

end of a pocket-handkerchief m his uiou:li.
But just as soon as he saw the flames he wheel¬
ed right rouud and rushed back into the cage,
and t Here they had to leave hiiu. It is curious,
but all auimals except elephants are like horses;
fire scares them so that they don't kuow what

.they're about, and it's the hardest work iu the
world to move them away. I hen the tire ran

ou to thexage ot the happy family, and ah
vthem werPprbbcring and jumping and nving
arotfnd ioside>iakiug a tremendous row. 1 ou
see, the Gages were made ol piue wood, and
the flames rushed over.them in an instant. L
w&j on ihe ground within ten minutes alter toe-

first alarm was sounded, and aided to the uc>t
of my ability ro . .seue the animals, but the
building burned too quickly lor us. N ouiu

you have let the lions and tigers IJose iu the
streets?" ''Certainly, though 1 don t know
about the tigers, they are so treacherous that
you never can tell what they will do. As to
the lions, you know wc have nets ready to catch
them iu as they come out of the cage, so we

should have had no trouble with them. But
we had not time enough to do anything, and
some of us had to ruu for it pretty hard to sive

ourselves."
A UONTROYERSY nas arisen in j-,ug!uu<i

over a decision of the Bishop of Lincoln regard
ing the right of a clergyman t-> omit a portion
of the burial service at a funeral. A rector

had declined to read over a deceased parishiou-
er of immoral lite the words of the service
which consign the body to earth 4"in sure and
certain hope of a joyful resurrect inn," as- he did
not believe that the deceased had died in tho
grace of the Lord. Complaint was made to
Bishop Wordsworth, and the bi>hop <lo«-i li d
that in dealing with such unhappy persons, it
the clergyman conscientiously feels that there
are expressions in the burial service which he
cannot use, he is not to bo condemned for leav¬
ing them out. This case becomes the more in
teresting when considered in connection with
that of Ilev. Mr. Cheney of Chicago, who was

censured and suspended from the exercise of
the clerical office by Bishop Witehouse f»r ex¬

ercising his discretion iu omitting a word, not
from tin; burial, bur from the bapri-tnal service.
The English rector, from conscientious scruples
omitted the promises of a joyful resurrection
from the burial, service; the Chicago rector,
from similar motives, omitted from the bapris
mal service the declaration that an infant was

made "regenerate" by baptism. The English
bishop decides that the first named omission is
justifiable; the Illinois bishop decides that the
omission of the word "regenerate" is a suffi¬
cient cause for degrading the clergyman who
omits it..Lynchburg Sties.

Prince William Items..Mr. Geo. Wee-
don, said to be the oldest man in this county,
died at his residence, "Cole Hill," below
Brentsville, on the morning of the 23d inst. in
the S6th year of his age. He was for many
years a magistrate, and under the old regime
a member of the county bench. He was a na¬

tive pf the county, being a member of a nu

merous relationship, and highly respected i'or
his worth and integrity a-< a citizen.
The F. P. Gaskins Lodge, 1407, I. 0. 0. R,

gave a ball at Davis' Hall on last Thursday
night. Everything passed off very pleasantly,
and the tables were supplied bountifully with re¬

freshments. The hall was crowded to its ut¬

most capacity although the weather was very
inclement. On Monday uight the same Lodge
will give a grand ball. The R P. Gaskins
Lodge was the first institution of the kind ever

organized in Prioce William.
Christmas passed off very quietly yet pleas¬

antly in this village. Owi g to the unpleasant
state of the weather.a snow storm prevailing
all day.but few persons were on the street,

yet within doors all was cheerfulness and jollity,
whilst eggnogg and other drinkables aided to

commemorate the occasion..Mantissas Gazette.

At a missionary meetingin Salford, England,
on Christmas night, the floor of the building
gave way, and a huodred persons were precipi¬
tated a considerable distance. Many were in¬
jured ; some, it was feared, fatally.

[Communicated.
<'liris(iiiiin %£}"».Wa» christ, ijorn

on hi<> 25tli djtj'of'Docoiitbcr?
r ^ir V',u'" Correspondent Fidelis, or

i' ll
vcrv kindly sted some poiuts

i
'l0 *uppos- > vv.:ru overlooked iu reaching

the conclusion tliaf Christ was nut l>uru ou the
cel. united 25th day of December:

I. 1 in* first point is in reference to tile cli¬
mactic charges which mc coiug on age after
dire. but if tiii.s m true of Palestine, as it is of
some other couiitries in about the same lati¬
tude, and m the oauie way, then, that country
lias a milder climate now than at the time in
uf »ati;. jjo that as it may, all must admit
tnat it was cold weather when Christ was cru¬
cified, lor 1 eter had to warm himself at the
icw1 tli the servants. This was about the first

or Apu . Jiut there is another climactic diffi¬
culty which wiU help to give light on this sub¬
let. It !s well kuown that it never raius in
flmr country in the summer. But raiu sets in
"l-uit the middle or last of October and eou-
t: tines »iil near the last of March. These rains
i*o:it"iue incessantly all through November and

'"h'jr. cxcept when the cold turns the rain
into simw or sli:et. iu consequence of this the

.

w,-*re watched iu the fields during the
entire summer and brought iu and housed just
be.ore (ne rainy season set in, and kept in all
¦ he winter, or till about the first of May, when
ilr- grass was again green iu the fields.

l iie uext p,.iui is the general acceptation
o. the 2;)i.n day of December as the right onr,

¦ 11 r,'"s 1 r }v,:s til(^ point iu question, it al.-o
proves ihit when all the World believed that
'he « ar»h w;.x a v.isi piain instead of a sphere,
an i that tile >un went round the earth every
iwei.ty lour hours,that. they were correct. The
.act w.ii scarcely he denied that the birthday of
uirwt was not celebrated by any body during
' it i>t thiee centuries, it. was their custom
to celebrate the death, not the birth ol great
wen. iijt.ee the proverb, 'The day uf one's
'?t'::;his u.-iLcr than the day of his birth.''
> 't!ie .vc(.-. however, about the in'^iimir-sr of
the .uarlh century began to celebrate the birth
'lay or Lhrist in oppo.Mtion to the least that

1 1,",« lj00n k-'pt in commemoration of the
isreut iiiiissaure of the innocents at JJethieheuK
TVZJT 1,;asls k"',t,bra liueun
" l of January. Jiut about the beginning
... ne i. ur.h century the Latin Church, wl.ieh
u:t-> th'-n the ruling church and thought, or at
i a.tc,aimed to be infallible, changed the day
¦ o the loth d.;y ol December. This was done
<i«;t be.a^c that u.iurcti claimed to know
wine,, \\a> tne rit:lit day, for no one could fiud
iiiu out, "Ut »:-eaj*u it Was the day on which

.i v\ had i. ii- celebrated the birth of Sol
" j Claimed this as the birthday of their au-

cient god, the sun, because ai this time the
sun begins to return to us, or the earth begins
to return towards the south and the days'be-
gm to lengthen, illustrating the rising of the
.-un or iughteousness upou the world.

I nns tt scums that what the churches have
join. 'een puzzled over as a matter of great
importance, was not considered at all import¬
ant to Ilini who inspired the Scriptures.
\\ ouid it not seem that the silence of the il.Iv
.»ho>tou this subject indicates that God did
not desire this event to be celebrated? It is
'lot only a doubtful point as to what day is the
riisht one. but whether any day should be
thus celt-orated as the birthday of our Savior,
since there is.not oue word in the Bible to en¬
courage it.

.

J. Little.
An xanuria, December 28.

Ir . , lt
fCommunicated.

how is the problem to be solved io regard
to help ! (no servants now.) For the three past
years [ have kept an account of the exact num¬

ber euip.oyed in my family and they are as
fooows:--23 Marys. lyMary Anns, j3 Mary
Janes, 5 Marias, ,x Lizzies, 3 Betties, 4 Eliza¬
beths, 4 Kate.", l' Kitty Anns. 1 Catherine, 1
hin ma. i fcusie, 2 Alices, 2 Nannies, 5 Ellens,
3 jselites, 4 Louisas, I Sofie, 2 Sophias, t3
M'.rgarets, 3 Maggies, 3 Elizas, 7 Janes, 3
Jan.-Elizas, 2 Amandas. 1 Ellenora, 1 Priscil-
la, 4 .Sallies. 1 Sarah. 3 Follies, 2 Fannies. 1
Chri.-tianna, 1 Kitt. I Piuth. 2 Ellas, 2Nancie«
one whose name was Matilda Francis Rudeford.
i 0'.)es -"arj:fir i' Frances 2.Ji mimas J, Susana
i,i arohue j,Hanah J.Deborah 1, Clementina 1
and one Koxanna. All the above hired for no
less i ban one month, and all represented them
selves as masters of all work, many of them
with ch</metits in their trunk*-and there they
keep them. Now what are we to do? They
nave the iargest liberty; they go and comc when
they please, and it will uot do to say one word;
if >ou do you are the most Quarelsome creature
to be /out.d, and off they go iu a huff, seeking
some one else to victimize. I have heard tha't
there is a surplus female population up North.
UlUDOt Some in lucement be held out for some
of them to emigrate this way, where they can
hud good homes and good treatment, with
plenty ol spare time for all reasonable purpose*?

F. P."
A Terrible Mistake..[From the Cum¬

berland (Md.) Times, Doc. 25 ] ()u Monday
foren"on !a-r a mo>t lamentable affair occurred
in West Virginia, between Frankfurt and
Sprint:field, in the section known as the Mid
die Kidjre, about fifteen miles distant fru^i this
city. Several gentlemen residing in that sec¬
tion of country were out hunting; among the
number were Messrs. William Truax aud
Joshua Messui >ro. They had seen some doers
aud were chasing theiu up, but found this
somewhat difficult, the deer at times nettinir
out of sight. In order to make better progress
in the hunt the members of the party separat¬
ed. Shortly aftuiward Mr. Truax espied
through the thick woods and brush what he
believed to be the hoof ot a deer, and in the
spur of the moment, thinking he might shoot
the (supposed) animal before it could see him,
he drew up his gun and fired at the object. A
low groan greeted his ear, and hurrying to the
spot, he found to his intense horror that he
had slot aud killed his fellow-sportsman, Mr.
Messmorc. The bu!l« t entered bir head just
behind the left car, and instant death was the
result. Mr. Truax immediately called others
of the party, who soon came up, and in a few
moments these meu. who, a short time previous
were joyous in the excitement of the sport,
wended their way homeward, silently and sor¬
row stricken, bearing the remains of their uu-

fortunate companion.
A Defaulter..Last Saturday, Dec. J 4th,

it was mysteriously whispered as a mater to be
kept profoundly secret that James K. Thomp¬
son had fled the county, a turgor and defaulter.
Such had been the estimation in which Mr.
Thompson was held that many refused to give
any credence whatever to the rumor. On Sun¬
day, however, the startling reports were gen¬
erally believed, and earlv Monday morning the
lawyers were bu»y drawing np the Decessary
documents upon which attachments might is¬
sue. The first suit instituted was by the wife
of the fugitive, Mrs. Mary J. Thompson, for
divorce and $15.1)00 alimony. Mary, Mattie;
M. A., and Thomas J. Handy, under twenty-
one years of age, by their next frieud. brought
suit for $5 500. It was only a short time since
Mr. Thompson, .vas appointed trustee for these
minor children, giving P. H. Jordan, T. J.
Moore and the Lexington National bank as
sureties ou his bond. Other suits were brought
to the amount of $35,900. To meet this large
indebtedness Mr. Thompson owns about 700
acres of well-improved Caue run land, consid¬
ered one of the finest farms io the county..
Ilarrodsburb (Ky ) People.

Tiie death of thousands of the little sparrows
that have doue such good service io New York
was one of the effects of the great snow storm
io that city on Thursday. They were unable
to fitid a resting place for their feet, such was
the violence of the storm and the depth of the
suow.

The weather, though somewhat moderated
this morning, is still very cold.

Tin-: I'kksidkxt's JiKrm'iox on New
Vkah's Pay. -T! c announcement i.s made by
authority thai ;it I I . »*<.'. ¦ k :» mi.. «»ri \\ fdr.es-
clny. 1st . if January, tin I' -i i -r.r vvili r-c ive
the member.* of tli.: Cabinet and I*\ »r«*i#iii Min¬
isters. At II .'!(> a. m , »!».. J sdgi-s >»l the
Supreme Court of the I'uiied Senators
and Jl .presentative- in < 'oii-'iv-s. Hi'- <i vi.-ncr
of the District of (Join"«'»i*i a-.d suite. the
Judges (if the Supreme Court of tin: District
of Columbia .and of the Court ofCnims will be
received. At 12 m. the (officers of the army
a'id navy will be received. At I 2. MO p. ui. the
heads of bureaus of the several departments
will be received. Al 12 45 p tu. the associat¬
ed soldiers of the war of 1SI2 and members of
the Oldest inhabitants Association nf the Dis¬
trict nf Columbia wiil be received. The re-

ception of citizens commence at 1 p. :n.. (at
which time the trates of the inclosure will be
opened), and will terminate at 2 p. m. Car¬
riages will approach the Kxeeutive Mansion by
tin- eastern crate and leave by the western gate.
. W'tsllinyton, Star.

R ECEIHTS RAILliOA D.
The following were among the receipts by the

Orange, Alexandra and Manassas Kail road
this week: Corn 331U bushels, wheat 2I5S,
ear corn 50o, rye 00, mill feed 3U, beans 2o,
peas 0, walnuts 25, corn nieal 40, dried fruit 10\
potato 's 5. ehesnuts 5 II ix-eed 0 hugs, ground
bark 222 sacks, sum.c 13 ,-acks, (lour 17* bbls
and 10 sacks, dressed poultry 5'.) bbls and boxes,
dressed hogs 10 milk 3 can4, game 1 bbl, appies
101 bbls, bacon 075 ;b;, leather -Vi r-dls, brandy
5 bbls, tallow 2 bbls, butter 51 bb'.s and lirkir.s,
. gis 13 bbls aud boxes bark 8 cords lard 3
fi kin4, fur 1 pack, whiskey 2 kegs, hay 50 bales,
tobace > 10 boxes, hominy 4 bb!4, calves 0, hide*
50 buiiiib e, wood 21 cords, sheep skins 2 bales,
turkeys otic coop, feathers 1 sack, r:*.ga 105 li,.4.
trees i bundle, lumber 18,000 feet, corn shelters
I, cattle 4 cars, she. p 2 cars, -traw 1 cur, coal
3 cars.
The following1 w.-r * the receipt4 by the W. Jv:

O K.: Whe*i 105s bushels, corn 120'), e r corn
20 bid- o*ts 51 bu»he!4, r\e 122 meal 21, nut- 7
bag4. !ri<'d fruit 3, . g>rs 21 bbl- an I boxes, but¬
ter 2 b! Is a:,d k.-gs, poultry 'Jit bb 4 and box»»»,
apples -1 b!s, vinegu* 1 bbl-, fresh beci'20" ib-,
pork 3335 lb.4, Imio-.j 4 cases, calves 10 head,
fowls 2 cofps, rag4 <i bab'a, wood O c-;r.-.
Mi ¦¦wi*«.tj <K-waf. i*xMii¥mrttmE-i»wao.t«vi m

i'o.u.ni:KciAL.
Alex anuria Market, D-e. 2\.The mar¬

ket for Wheal is qui<-t and unchanged; osferings
of 50 bushels white and 4>U of r -d with sale? of
the former at l'.J8 for choice, and of the latter at
160 for common, and -85 and 187 for good. Corn
is tinner, and prices may be <ju -ted le boiler;
offerings of 404 bushels mixed and 52 of yellow,
with sales of the former at 50 und 00 .Small of¬
fering-; of Rye ; no sales reported.
T"l MIU.3POW.lit.HPWBHTKMM. MMWWH.M

PO KT O F A L EXAX D it I A. I) EC EM li E It 28.
SUN ROSE 7.18 MOON RISKS 5 33.
SUX SETS 4 40

MEMORAN IfA.

Schr George H tiquires, hence for Boston,
arrived at Vineyard iiaveri 24ih, and saiied25th
lor destination.

,w/j«//;//.
At the residence of Mrs. Edward Smy the,

December 20th, by ilev. Father Kmc.-, '1.
UoFFETT KB ED, of Washir.gi n, to .Mi.-4 .M.
KA f E LA\V KE NCE, o! ti:is city.
On Thursday, the 12th irislant, at Java, the

residence of Col. Iticiiard Contee, by Kev. J as.

Bonnar, oftne Episcopal Church, ELISHA E.
M EK EDITH, ot Virginia, and fSVLVlE I J,
voungest daughter of t.ie iale Captain .John
Contee, U. is. .N.

VA L U A 13 L E DAI RY AM) TRUCK.
FARM FOR SALE.At the request of

tiie owner, 1 offer for sale the Dairy ttnu Truck
Farm "EDGELY." This ; r* perty is situated
one mile northwest of the Court House, and
contains o4? acres. Tnere is a F K A M E ' ^r.r
D\\ ELLING li»x3G containing fourroom-,
and basement; stable and barn -l**i'io\ a splen¬
did well of water in tiie yard, with a never tail¬
ing stream of water running' through the place.
The cl' se proximity r > this cit" and quality of
soil make this piace a very desirable one. if
net disposed of before tli. iS'.h in«tant, i'. will 1 e

offered at auction on that day (SATURDAY)
at 11 o'clock, at the Market liou-e. For terms
and other information apply to

ROBERT HELL, .Jr.,
dec 6-Of'ts at the Postol'iee.
^afifThe ab-'Ve is p stponel t » JANUARY

4th, 1^72. dec 28-cou

Another lot of new and beau¬
tiful goods FoKTllE HOLIDAYS

OPENING TO-DAY AT FRENCH'S, No. !).>
KING STREET.
SPLENDID CHP.OMOS, consisting of Lar. i-

scapes, Madonnas, Groupes, Winter Scei.es,
Crosse' with Flowers, Call a-Liliies, «£e. Sev¬
eral n« w Chromos, by eminent artists, just is¬
sued.all in elegant lramus of new design, and
at prices which defy c.mipeti'-ion.
PICTURE FRAMES in great variety.

Ovals, Full Gdt, Walnut and Gilt, Ra.-tie
Frames, Polished Walnut and Ebony, and full
Gilt Square with Ovai C- ntres.very rich.
CARVED WOOD GOODS, new lot just t>»

hand, in Walnut and Stained Wood, beautifully
carved; Brackets, Corner Pieces, Wall Pocket,
Matcn Sale*, etc.
SPLEN DID GOODS, in Russia Leather and

Turkey Morocco, now opening; new and beau¬
tiful styles; Pocke' Travelling Ca-es for gentle¬
men, Card Cast s, finest Vienna Portmonnai s.
Satchels, Writing Cases, Glove and Handker¬
chief Sets, Cut-Glass Tops, Travelling Bags, all
styles, from 75c to S20 each.
FINE LEATHER GOODS wo make a spe¬

cialty of, and our styles and prices will compare
favorably with any st ick in the c -untry.

.Just received a new l»ne of FAMILY BI¬
BLES, embracing a great variety of styles and
prices.
PKAYEll BOOKS, in fine Russia and Tur¬

key Morocco Bi:.dings, llexible.
1 arn daily adding to my splendid stock N EW

GOODS and NoVELTIKS for the coming hol¬
idays. It is beyond doubt the best and eheape-t
stock of goods ever oifi r<»d in this market. At
examination will satisfy t e mo-t fastidious,
dec 18

'

G. E. FRENCH
T ANN FY'S CELEBRATED CI1ILBLA 1 N

fJ LINIMENT.An infallible cure for lro-i-
ed feet. Thousands, both old and young, are
tormented all winter by this most annoying and
paitil'u 1 complaint. To .-uch a cure is guaran¬
teed by using this Liniment as directed. It wiii
also be found very etlicacious for Sprains,
Bruises and Rheumatism. Price 25c per bottle.
Prepared only by .J ANN EY A: Co.,
Ana sold by them, wholesale and retail, at their
Drug Warehouse, 14-3 King street, Alexan¬
dria, Virginia. dee Hi

c1HRISTM AS ! CHRISTMAS!

Call at
M. BuSSART'S,

NO. 21 SOUTH FAIRFAX STREET,
FOR

CHRISTMAS TOYS, FRUITS, NUTS, A*e.
LAYER RAIbiNS, whole, half and quarter

boxes.
FIGS, in baskets, drums and boxes ; Ora: g *s,

Lemons, Malaga Grapes, Albemarle Pippins,
Nuts and Fire Works, o; all kind'.

M. BOSSART,
dec 23-3t No. 21 toutb Fairfax <t.

HANDSOME CHRISTMAS PRESENT.A
There is nothing more suitable lor a Christ¬

mas gift to your wife, daughter or si«ter th-tii a

SEWING MACHINE. Then buy the he t,
simplest and most durable, which is SING ER S
NEW FAMILY SEWING MACHINE, -m
in daily use in this city, and they have never
faiied to give satisfaction. Machinessold on the
most liberal terms, which puts them in the
reach of every man and woman,

dec 20 C. C. BERRY, 72 King st.
HKISTMAS G 0 0 D S .C

WARFIELD & HALL
Have a beautiful selelection of

TOILET ARTICLES
AND

FANCY GOODS,
suitable for Christ nas presents. dec 2=5

rpWO OX CARTS and one yoke of OXEN
JL for sale by
doc 14-1w THOMAS PERRY.


